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I hink of a coffee 1able book
on India and the first thing
that comes to mund is the breath
taking pictures of the Himalayvas,
the Taj, great rivers ot al. But cor-
porate lawver Sumant Batra has
taken the wea further wath his cof-
e table book The Fredtoens
“What people do not get (o sec
is the contribution which an aver-
age Indian makes to the economs-
ic growlh of the country, 1 strong-
Iy baeliewve that it is the Indian peo-

Beyond the Taj

ple who are sustaining the coon-
aimy of the country, Without the
masses, their energy and spirit,
the growth would not have been
possible. This is precisely why you
will not flind a single picture of Taj
Mahal or Himalavas in my book.
I wanted to capiure the essence of
those Indians who are
o present Dot whom most of us
tend to see-through,"savs Batra

I'he book has over 300 pho-
tographs and 21 chapters on peo-
ple like presswallihs, dhobis,
strect-side cooks, chinwalas, paan-
walas cunuchs, wrestlers, chil
dren I many more

Batra, who is a consultant 1o
the International Monetary Fund,
the World Bank and the
Organisation for Economic Co-
aoperation and Development
(OECD), completed the book in

a span of six months, “My collec-
tion of thoughts and assembly of
ideas have been fused together
with a common philosophy - the
sparit of India. 1 have tred to show
the resilicnce of common people,
their age old civilisation, hentage
and culture which gets rellected
in their day to day actvons, thewr
belief in god, their ability 1o nego-
tiste with the hardships of life
without giving up and their belief
in a better tomorron They are the
b Kstage of India and this book
i a tribute to them,”™ savs he
I'his book puts itself
above the rest in terms of
traditional value, “It's o
book which when chil-
dren would pick up 15
vears later, will remark,
“thus is what real India
15 all about” Like there

— -

ment in the ook, “I0C T may say,
at the cost ol sounding
unmodest that my standing

as lavwver and my current

15 a Chapter that descabes the sig-
iificanoe of mundan (head shav.
ing) and janeu (thread ceremony)
in Indii, Similarly, there 5 a

chapter on clai (tea). Now, one position is such that 1
might argue how it Nits into this couldn’t have done a
book but chat is not just a drink book that was priced

orhmarnly. A lot of hard
work has gone into the
writing and rescarch
which | thank is far more
valuable than the money
that has gone into the mak-
wng of the book. I s not a Com-
mercial projoect but a passionate
one, " savs he
Doesn’t he think thot the
Book will be unallforndable for the
viery people that it hails as the coo-
nomic power-houses, Batra has a
solution for this probilem. “1 think
those can afford it should bay it
ard @i i to those who cannot pay

but a part of our culture now.”
Acseemngly high price of the
ook (Rs 8,500}, Batra sayvs is jus-
tifved keeping in mind his stan-
dards, hard work and ivolve-

Sumant Batra's coffee table book 7The Indians caprures the essence
of India through commoners like presswallabs, dhobis, street-side
cooks, chafwalas et al, says Divya Kapoor

forat. It has been prced high bt
I am not going to keep a single
penny from the profits. The prof-
its from the sale of the limited edi-
tion (approxomately 2,000 copies)
will e used by The Loomba Trust
for the cdoucation, school wnie
forms, bus fares and lunch of the
children of needy widows,"says he

I'he foreword of the book has
been written Cherie Blair, wife of
Tony Blair, former Pinme Minister
of the United Kingdom., In it she
notes how ‘perfecily the book
encapsulates the many and varied
qualities of the extraordinary peo-
ple of India’. "Cherie Blair is the
President of the Loomba Trust
and when 1 told her about thas
book, she said she would be
delighted to write a foreword for
it,"savs Batra
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