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fter spending o

quarier of & cen-

tury practicing

law sk bseing

wpeeessaial ag i,
A5-vear-old Sumant Batra
Felt thwere wins soanothing
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had vet to be pealiseo,

That’s when he turned his
attention to his love for the
hospitality 2ector.
Con=zequently, in Apeil 2011,
her lnumsched Te Aroha, o
boutigque resorl nestled in
Dhanschuli, which i= a il
lagne sifuated about 12 lom
sy from Mukteshwaor, o
popaslar hill station in
Utiarakhand,

Sumant credits the birth
of the enterprize 1o his love
for travelling as e reealls,
“Even when | was in eollege,
I travelled a lot. From the
past 13 vears, | hoave been
lI':i'.-'i'|]i.I'|;'_' bicause of work
amdd secn almast 60 Goun-
trics in the mennwhile”
!I'Il,'illq_'l'l[.;lll:l.'. ||u|'i|1|,_' ok =uch
jq:llll'rw:'. 15 WIS S,
Sumant hod discovered o
nor=deseripl, enelanting lit-
tle villigee in the feothills of
the Himalayas in
Uttarakhand. He shares, <1
i|1:.|:||1:|I1_.' fiell in Jowse with thse
place, only to climb a small
mountain and come acress o
pi:,-.,'l' of Lnnad £t h-r]ll:uglql
Lav a 1o '.'|_ﬂ||l:i||:'. With 1|r'||:-.
RROCRH i mmy pocket, 1 dlicl-
n't have to think too hard
ared paid the vendor 22000
ard bought that piece of
lamd. A week later: | had the
land registered in my name
andd 20t oat bo buikd my
dream howse” And, three
yiears ago, this house wias
converted Into o resort,

T baarver, who alzo
indulges in writing and poct-
ry, was brought up and edu-

=atedd i Chandigarh. Aler
carning a degree in ko Trom
Panjaly University, Sumant
ghifted base to Delhi in 1993
and 2ot up o lawy firm called
Pooaar Dtz 1§ Associatiog,
which figures in the top 20
Inddiam law firms todoe,

Besides baing a senjor
consultant tao the
Intermational Monetary
Fund, World Bank,
CUrganisation For Keonomic
Cooperation & Developmenit
e A<ian |F-|H.'v|='|||]:|r||1=|1!
Bank for problems related (o
msolvency and corperate
governance, Sumant Lries Lo
||-|,'|'|'|,'-|_'I, him=ell a2 o hast at
hiz resort.

Te Archa is o Maori word
that means “place of love',
Accordingly, thiz 1kroom
resort has bion designed on

Te Aroha is a boutique resort owned by lawyer Sumant Batra in the
hills of Uttarakhand, offering peace and nature’s beauty to guests

L theree o PoTiamee, as
informs Sumant, *Its my
poem and depicts my per-
.-4|r'|.'||:i[_'.'. aid il b beiddhy e0a-
pletely designed by me The
plavee 1= o harmonious blend
of traditbonal architecture
and contemporary comloris,
While reconstructing the
propery, the original strae-
ture of the swmnmserbouze
wis preserved to retain its
original charm.”

Large terraces, angugue
furnifure, massive glass win-
dows with breathiaking
v ol Uhae |.'|||l:i.~h:':||'r|.' and a
high ceilling kobdy, replete
with carefully selected furni-
tukre, e ranspeort yoa in
time to the bygone eleganee
of the colonial ern, shares
Sumnt, “Persomnalized sorve-
jees, presenbed inan atmos-
phere of understated ole-
N, are sure Lo lenve

|

puests with wonderful mem-
l:ill'i.‘l.'.-u." i sl ella.

Another interesting fon-
Lo on the premises is o
ITILESCLET 5 |-1-' it I!."Ii"':] { I: Iﬁl:'
Flashiback. As the namee sAagr-

grslg, its houses an interest-
i|'||,._r i of |::||':|p'|'||.'l'l'|'.|]i.:|.
that makes up sumant’s life.
“It k5 o huge collection of flm
rodls, mclvert i=ements,
Baollywood memos, the first

comie that | rend, an old
aepalor, ld Lransistors,
knives and rare pictures of
Madhubala, Also, the furni
ture at the hotel B2 1000 years
ofil and has been collected

Rates at Te Aroha

SUITE: F05,000 for ano night (per coupbe)
LUXURY ROOM: 311,000 for ome nsght (per coupla)
FOOD: Breakiast: 9550 Lnch: 1650 Dinner; T630 (per persan)

HT P0G

PLACE OF LOVE (chockwise from
top lef} Terrace dirdng: the view
from the shower; the cosy inberi-
ors: resort owner Sumant Batra;
Te Archa (about 321 km from
Chandigarh) surrounded by snowr;
e of the reso's sistes

i LTF? auned |i:_|j:|h|,]1:1u,"
Sumant tells ua,

At the resort, Lhere are
mulbtiple options for the
ERERLE L 1-:-.|r!||h=. .-"|.|::q.'|ﬂ
Frasrn groinng for aowalkl on the

hilly terrain, they ean also
wirnbure omn a leisurely strall
i Uhee s, Mature lovers
will be especially cestatic to
leqrn that the areg surrond.
ing the resort i hame o a
variety of interesting birds
ipeh o2 the Himalayan grif-
Fory e =hikors, and animals
suich ns pine martemn, Most
trails here meander through
tiny villages, where one can
catch glimpses of the loeal
architeeture amd lifi,

[f net an outdoor person,
then ome con instemd spend
timee in the warm environs of
the resort and enjoving the
beauty of Che mountains,
Gruests can also tey their
hands at plaving crogquet or
cards A quict evening with o
bewiske it 1he resort s tea
lounge can be relreshing too.

With the reoms oviers
lorking snoweapped
mountains in the day and
millions of stars in the sky
at night, this seems like the
right place to revitalise one's
oolls before heading hack to
city lifie,




